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PROTECTING OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Illawarra and South Coast, and Member for Kiama 
Gareth Ward has today announced that greater protection will be given to the 
environment in the Illawarra-Shoalhaven under the New South Wales Government’s 
blueprint for the region. 
 
Mr Ward said that the 20 year Plan includes five goals, one of which is for a region 
that protects and enhances the natural environment. 
 
“The Illawarra and Shoalhaven is home to around 100 threatened animal species, 26 
endangered ecological communities and more than 19,000 hectares of wetlands,” he 
said. 
 
“This area has an enviable coastal lifestyle matched by world-class marine and 
national parks,” Mr Ward said. 
 
The Plan sets out four actions to protect the environment: 
 

• Protect the region’s environmental values by focusing  development in 
locations with the capacity to absorb development;  

• Build the Illawarra-Shoalhaven’s resilience to natural hazards and climate 
change; 

• Improve the environmental outcomes for waste management and air quality; 
and 

• Implement a risk-based decision-making framework to manage water quality 
and waterway health outcomes for Lake Illawarra 

 
“A set of actions to deliver these goals will be implemented, overseen by the 
committee jointly chaired by the Illawarra Joint Pilot Organisation and the 
Department of Planning and Environment,” Mr Ward said. 
 

The NSW Government’s Action Plan to protect the environment 
in the Illawarra-Shoalhaven Region 

 

1) Protect the region’s environmental values by focusing development in 
locations with the capacity to absorb development  

 



Land in the area with significant environmental value has been identified, including 
the Illawarra Escarpment, lands at Seven Mile Beach and a network of biodiversity 
corridors. 
 
Councils will be required to take into account impacts on significant environmental 
assets when approving developments. 
 
The NSW Government will look for opportunities to improve the functioning of the 
region’s biodiversity corridors to help protect the area’s ecology and movement of 
plants and animals. 
 
The NSW Government will also retain the area zoned Environmental Conservation at 
Seven Mile Beach at Gerroa to protect it from further sand mining. 
 

2) Build the Illawarra-Shoalhaven’s resilience to natural hazards and 
climate change  

 
Major hazards including flooding and shoreline recession are already a challenge for 
the region. 
 
The NSW Government will work with local councils to ensure they review and update 
their floodplain risk and coastal management plans, particularly where new housing 
developments are being considered. 
 
The NSW Government will also work with councils to ensure planning controls 
incorporate the best available hazard information for build resilience to natural 
hazards. 
 

3) Improve the environmental outcomes for waste management and air 
quality  

 
The Plan is focused on supporting clean air and waste management for the region. 
 
Eco-friendly design will be encouraged, along with best-practice energy-efficiency 
standards for the region’s public transport. 
 
The NSW Government will work with local councils and the Illawarra Pilot Joint 
Organisation to develop a long-term waste management plan for the region. 
 
The Illawarra Air Quality Action Plan will also be finalised and implemented to 
improve air quality.  
 

4) Secure the health of coastal landscapes by managing land uses and 
water quality 

 
The region boasts significant coastal wetlands, sensitive estuaries and the protected 
waters of Jervis Bay. 
 
The NSW Government will protect these sensitive areas from inappropriate 
development that could affect water quality or ecological function. 
 
The NSW Government will also work with local councils on implementing a risk-
based decision making process to manage water quality and waterway health for 
Lake Illawarra. 



 
This will also be extended to manage water quality for all coastal lakes and estuaries 
in the region where development in planned. 
 
The NSW Government will ensure priority for this is given to sensitive lakes and 
estuaries which are susceptible to the impacts of developments. 
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